
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Westlake Chinese Culture Association 
 
  
Your Project Title: Chinese Near Year (CNY) celebration and elective classes support. 

Your Project Summary: 1. CNY celebration(also called Spring festival/Chinese Near Year celebration) is 

our biggest event each year.2. Most of the elective classes students will be on the performance for all of 

the audiences.3. The objective of the CNY is to spread Chinese culture into the community to diversify the 

entire culture environment 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I enjoyed reading about the work that CNY is doing and wants to continue doing in their 

community. It is so incredibly important for their to be a central location for people of Chinese culture to 

come to as a safe haven and continue to find resources afforded to them (language classes) that help 

navigate the unpredictable waters of life. Equally important is sharing that culture with the entire community, 

so that we all can build cultural inclusivity and empathy together. I am not all the way clear about what other 

funding they plan to secure in order to make this event happen. Not only for this year, but also for years to 

come. It seemed like CAC would be the only funding they would receive to cover the major costs of 

instructors fees, space rentals and miscellaneous needs. In my mind all of that would cost more than $5k. 

However, I do believe this is of huge Public Benefit and Cultural Vibrancy to the community CNY serves. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application somewhat meets the funding criteria. Application requests support for Chinese 

New Year celebration but also for all other agency activities through the funding year. The agency provides 

public benefit through the cultural festival, its ongoing programming, and the history of its engagement with 

its community. That said, the application is broad and lacking in specificity, and the supporting 

documentation did not answer my questions. The application would be better served by letters of support, 

adding information to photo pages and similar measures. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: CNY has a clear understanding of the community and it appears that are very specific about 

serving the Chinese community but the event is open to the public. I believe that the use of class tuition is 

a great way to raise money for the project. I wonder, however is how are the instructors being paid and if 

this use means that the classes are not accessible. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding criteria required. the community is outlined in the 

application, but more information could be provided as to why this is a need in the community. More 

information could also be provided as to how the program responds to the community's feedback. The 

artistic vibrancy of the program is clearly stated in the program' activities and the organizational capacity is 

evident based on past successes. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is clear that the artistic quality and the organizational expertise is present. The public value 

part was underdeveloped. It was not clear exactly how the organization was reaching out to people outside 

of those that already engage with the organization. Additionally, the goals stated for the event have nothing 

to do with the actual event. The goals are about increasing enrollment in the school. This could be tied to 

the event, but there was no direct connection made. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

